The use of digital subtraction angiography in penetrating neck injury--a very instructive case.
This case report illustrates the value of intravenous digital subtraction angiography (DSA) in cases of penetrating neck injury. The debate continues between a policy of mandatory exploration of all penetrating neck wounds versus one of selective exploration with observation of the remainder. The argument for the former policy is that vascular trauma can occur without clinical signs. Whichever policy is followed a DSA provides invaluable information in strengthening the decision either not to operate or if operating which operation to perform and which approach to use. DSA is a quick, simple and safe investigation that can be carried out at any time of day or night.